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STEPPING AHEAD

THE NEWSLETTER ABOUT GIANT STEPS
A SCHOOL AND THERAPY CENTRE FOR

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL-AGED CHILDREN
WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER

Enabling kids with autism through
academics, therapies, life skills
& inclusion

From our President
On behalf of the Board of Directors at Giant Steps, thank you for taking a few moments to connect
with us by catching up on our news.
We hope this newsle�er provides you with a snapshot of what Giant Steps is all about - a school &
therapy centre where the unique needs of each child are addressed with compassion and exper�se by
our team using a wide range of educa�onal and therapeu�c approaches.
Now aﬀec�ng as many as 1 in 68 children, au�sm is quickly becoming one of the most signiﬁcant
public health crises of our �me. With your support and engagement, the dedica�on of our staﬀ and
the York Region District School Board, we face this challenge head on, impac�ng not only the lives of
kids with au�sm today, but their futures as teenagers and adults tomorrow.

Martin Buckingham
Board President

Right to the Source

We’re going right to the source and introducing you to some of our team.
Read on and meet Nick, Stacey and Lori -- a therapist, a teacher and a program assistant -- and get a sense of the learning through
work and play that goes on at Giant Steps every day.
Speech & communica�on deﬁcits are one of the hallmarks of
Au�sm Spectrum Disorder, and speech therapy is a
cornerstone of the Giant Steps program.
Nick is our Speech & Language Pathologist: “Working in the
therapy room and in our classrooms in collabora�on with
teachers and other therapists, my job is to provide
func�onal, theore�cally sound and evidence-based therapy
to children with au�sm. Whether it’s through the use of an
augmenta�ve communica�on device, an iPad or tablet, the
Picture Exchange Communica�on System, or verbally, I have
the pleasure of seeing the progress our students are making
every day. Their improved communica�on skills result in
greater success in their daily ac�vi�es at home, at school,
and in their communi�es.”

Giant Steps’ academic program is delivered by two Special
Educa�on teachers from the York Region District School Board.
Stacey is one of our dedicated teachers: “In our busy
classroom, we work on func�onal skills and academics, and my
students are showing tremendous improvements in so many
areas. Recently, kids like Johnny have been walking to the
store, purchasing items on our shopping list and comple�ng a
cooking ac�vity with minimal support. Maya’s math skills now
include calcula�ng the perimeters of squares and rectangles.
Connor is reading full sentences and Shane learned how to
divide in one week! Many are now using their laptops to
complete their language ac�vi�es; Jack has even started to
email his Dad. I am so proud of all my students and their
accomplishments this year!”
(Cont’d on Page 2)

Nick helps Alex
identify emotions
and communicate
his wants and
needs via the
Proloquo2Go app
on his iPad
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Stacey spends
some one-on-one
time with Kadin
on an academic
activity in her
classroom
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Emma, Then & Now

Emma’s family thanks Giant Steps
When our daughter Emma was diagnosed with au�sm, we were overwhelmed and totally in the dark
about what approaches or therapies to try. Emma was an introverted li�le girl who was non-verbal and
had great diﬃculty focusing on a task or following instruc�ons or rou�nes. She did a lot of pinching and
ﬂopping to the ﬂoor when frustrated, or when we didn't understand what she wanted or needed.
Emma started Giant Steps in Grade 1, and the team there helped us forge a path for Emma. An
Individualized Educa�on Plan was developed by their teachers and therapists with our input, and very
speciﬁc goals were put in place. Using strategies from a wide variety of therapeu�c prac�ces, the staﬀ
worked really hard to give Emma the tools to communicate and cope with her challenges, and helped
us transi�on the same programming to home.
Emma has developed in so many ways during her 8 years at Giant Steps. She has transi�oned from
using picture symbols to communica�ng in sentences using the Proloquo2Go so�ware on her iPad.
She's also started to use her voice and makes very deliberate eye contact when she wants to
communicate. Emma enjoys group ac�vi�es now and is much more independent, social and interac�ve
with her peers. She's pa�ent and able to wait her turn. Her favourite ac�vity at Giant Steps is taking
the classroom a�endance to the oﬃce and asking a peer to accompany her.
We feel so fortunate to have had Giant Steps in our lives. Emma has been well cared for and pushed
to meet her full poten�al. She graduates to high school this June, and we will miss everyone on the
Giant Steps team! However, with the strong founda�on skills Emma has built, we know there are many
more accomplishments ahead as she tackles the challenges of high school.

Rob & Brenda
Emma’s parents
(Cont’d from Page 1)

Our Program Assistants are vital to our team, providing support to
our students and implemen�ng academic and therapeu�c
strategies both at Giant Steps and in our kids’ local public schools.
Lori reports: “I support 7 year-old William two a�ernoons a week
in a Grade 2 classroom in his local public school. He eagerly greets
his classmates and teacher with a high ﬁve, and is a welcome
member of the class. William takes part in all subjects with the
help of verbal and gestural prompts from me and from his peers.
With the help of his iPad, he is able to answer simple ques�ons
asked by his teacher. His peers include William in group ac�vi�es
like building with Lego and spelling with le�er magnets, one of
William’s favorite ac�vi�es. What a posi�ve experience for all of
us, but especially for William and typical Grade 2 students!”

Lori and William get
ready to leave for his
neighbourhood school
after a morning of
therapy and academics
at Giant Steps
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1st out of 182 chari�es
What a team!

Giant Steps was thrilled to win Sco�abank’s 1st place $6,000 prize
for the largest fundraising team at the 2016 Sco�abank Toronto
Waterfront Marathon.
With 139 walkers and runners, 1,200+ dona�ons and $97,000
raised, once again the marathon ensured that our kids beneﬁt
from specialized speech, occupa�onal and behavior therapy
programs at Giant Steps this year.
We can’t say enough about our families, friends, volunteers and
donors who made it all happen. Many thanks as well to Sco�abank
and Canada Running Series. Bring on Sunday October 22, 2017!
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STEPPING AHEAD
A busy and produc�ve year

Students

Ska�ng & swimming lessons
Occupa�onal therapy food group, preprin�ng group & social skills groups
Cooking classes
Street safety, shopping, farm & Apple Store technology group ou�ngs
Urban Smoke Food truck visit
Valen�ne, birthday & Hallowe’en celebra�ons
York Region District School Board Special Needs Track Meet
Gree�ng the golfers at Unity for Au�sm’s 2016 Golf Classic
Sports & Rec Club 3 evenings/week

School-wide

Raising the ﬂag for World Au�sm Awareness Day
Colours of the Spectrum Art Show in celebra�on of Au�sm Awareness Month
Parent training sessions with therapists and teachers
Parent educa�on on legal & estate planning, community resources, ASD &
mental health, transi�oning to public school classrooms
Educa�onal placements for students from Queen’s University, Mohawk College,
Seneca College, Humber College, Thornlea Secondary School
Sharing our Unity for Au�sm Snoezelen Room with local community classrooms
Holiday Fes�ve Feast celebra�on/visit from Santa
Parent facebook group and social ou�ngs

Staff

KRG Children’s Charitable Founda�on Climbing Centre training
Geneva Centre Interna�onal Symposium a�endance
Site visit to Giant Steps Montreal
Au�sm Speaks/Samsung Look at Me Project par�cipa�on
Transi�on planning with families and high school classroom staﬀ
Liaison with York University’s Psychology Department
Children’s Treatment Network Special Needs Informa�on &
Recrea�on Fair par�cipa�on
Professional development on team building/collabora�on strategies,
Crisis Preven�on and Interven�on training, ﬁrst aid/CPR, seizure
disorders, posi�ve reinforcement strategies and theory of mind

Fundraising

for our kids, staﬀ & families

Our students receive individualized, coordinated programs of academics, life skills and
speech, behaviour and occupa�onal therapies. In addi�on, many of our children are
integrated into their neighbourhood schools with Giant Steps’ support.
Here are some highlights of the ac�vi�es that enriched our core programs this year.

Giant Steps Annual Raﬄe for Kids with Au�sm
Sco�abank Toronto Waterfront Marathon
Autumn Fever Fashion Show & Luncheon
Aviva Community Fund compe��on par�cipa�on
Giant Steps Rummage Sale
Youth Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu Tournament
Flemingdon Park Golf Club Tournament

Photo courtesy of Unity for Au�sm
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APPRECIATING OUR DONORS

Our donors of $500 & more

We couldn’t do it without you!

Our therapy programs, technology and resources are funded by our donors, our fundraising
ac�vi�es and our families. It’s a team eﬀort, and we appreciate each and every dona�on.

Alendel Fabrics Limited
Joey Arﬁn
ATI Technologies ULC
Bateman, Graham & Fitzpatrick
Chartered Accountants
The BBQ Gourmet
Belpark Homes
Blair Building Materials Inc.
BMO Financial Group
Bre�ler/Mintz Founda�on
Valerie Burdo
Gisela Carere
In memory of A�lio Caschera
Ciel Nails & Spa
Danny Cisterna
William F. Crothers
Deloi�e Founda�on Canada
George & Rosella DiPede
Domco Foodservices Limited
Fineline Paper
Frameworth
George Frankfort
Freedom Mobile
Gary Bluestein Charitable Founda�on
George Lunan Founda�on
Tony and Danny from Gracie Humaitá
Woodbridge
The Honey & Leonard Wolfe Family
Charitable Founda�on
Intercity Realty Inc., Brokerage
Georgia Koutsaris

Deidre Lam
Laptop Pro
Ann Leibel
Ryan Lewis
Pamela Liegler
Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment
Marcon Developments
Mastercard Matching Gi�s Program
MCA Precision Machining Inc.
McGregor Socks
Rob Micieli
Cathy Milani
Milliken Mills Lions Club
Na�onal Hockey League
Michel Paradis & Arlene Kern
The Parent and Child Founda�on
Radiant Fine Jewellers
Raymond James Canada Founda�on
Kevin & Tracey Riley
Rockwell Contrac�ng Ltd.
Samuel, Son & Co., Limited
Sco�abank Team Community Program
Craig & Beverley Sco�
Robert & Karen Sco�
Josh Singer
Darryl Si�ler
Darren & Kathy Anderson Steele
Agatha Chantel Tisi
Asher Twards
Vin Bon
Risa Whitnall

Do GOOD, feel GOOD
To donate online and receive an instant tax receipt, visit
www.giantstepstoronto.ca
To make a Visa or Mastercard dona�on by phone, call us at
905.881.3104
To donate by cheque, mail to Giant Steps Toronto
35 Flowervale Road, Thornhill, Ontario Canada L3T 4J3
Registered Charitable # 898362579RR0001

www.giantstepstoronto.ca
www.facebook.com/GiantStepsToronto

OUR MAJOR GIFT DONORS
Alice & Murray Maitland Founda�on

The Ben and Hilda Katz
Charitable Founda�on

J.P. Bickell Founda�on
The Lloyd Carr-Harris Founda�on

Marion Ethel Kamm & Frederick John Kamm
Charitable Founda�on
Paul B. Helliwell Founda�on

